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Greece’s Rotten Oligarchy
By KOSTAS VAXEVANIS
Athens

DEMOCRACY is like a bicycle: if vou don’t keep pedaling, vou fall. Unfortunately, the bicycle of Greek democracy has long been brc
democracy. You can vote, belong to a party and protest. In essence, however, a small clique exercises all meaningful political power

For all that has been said about the Greek crisis, much has been left unsaid. The crisis has become a battleground of interests and it
dysfunctional public sector; for the past 40 yvears the ruling parties handed out government jobs to their supporters, regardless of t

But the real problem with the public sector is the tiny elite of business people who live off the Greek state while passing themselves
prices. They also own many of the country’s media outlets, and thus manage to ensure that their actions are clothed in silence. Som
behind popular protection, as the drug lord Pablo Escobar did in Colombia, and as the paramilitary leader Arkan did in Serbia.

In 2011, Evangelos Venizelos, who was then the finance minister and is now the leader of the socialist party, Pasok, instituted a new
the tax was reduced by 60 percent. Mr. Venizelos thus earved out a big exemption for the only people who could afford to pay the t
government ministers.)

H Anuokpatia eivat cav 1o modnAato. Av dev KAVELG OUVEXELA TIEVTAA, TIEPTELG. AUCTUXWG
To modnAato tng EAANVIKAG AnuokpaTtiag, eXeL €dw Kal Kaipd Toaklotel. H xwpa mou
yevvnoe tn AnuokpaTtia, SUCTUXWG APNECWG HETA TNV TITWON TNG EAANVIKAG XouvTtag To
1974, dnuoupynoe £va uppidlo Anpokpatiag. Mropeiq va ynepilelg, va avnkelg o€ KOPPaTa,
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AKOMN KAl va dlapapTtupecal. ZThV oucia OPwWE, TNV TIOALTIKY) AOKEL PLa KAELOTN KALKQ
avopwriwv.

AgyovTal TIOAAA yla TNV €AANVLKN Kplon Kal yivovtal akoun mepLocotepa ta oroia dev
€X0UV akouoTel. Mavw arno tnv EAAAdA NG KpLong, CUYKPOUOVTAL CUPPEPOVTA, AVTIANYELG,
TIOALTLKEG. 2TO ETILKEVTPO TNG KPLTLKNG EXEL MTIEL O

Anuooiog Topeag

KaL To

Kowvwviko Kpatog

. Nat, otnv EAAGda AeLttoupyei evag avtinapaywylkodg Anuootog Topeag, 0 OToiog KUpiwg
aroTeAeiTal Aro avepwrtoug oL OTIOLOL BLOPLOTNKAVY ATIO TA KOYPATA TIoU KUBEpvnoav ta
TeAeutaia 40 xpovia Xwpig kapla aglokpatia.

AAAA o TipoPANuaTLkog Anuootog Topeag eival aAAoG. Eival peplkeg dEKADEG ETILXELPNUATIEG
oL ortoiot {ouv aro To KPATogG. MNMpokeLTal yla KPATLKOBLALTOUG ETILXELPNUATIEG OL OTIoLO0L
WOTOCO ATIOKAAOUV TOV £QUTO TOUG «UYLN ETILXELPNPATLa». Maipvouv dOUAELEG aTIO TO
EAANVLKO KPATOG, OUVNBWG 0€ UPNAOTEPEG TLUEG ATIO TIG TIPAYHMATLKEG, KAl Xpnuatiouv
TIOALTLIKOUG YLa VA TO TIETUXAivouv. Tautoxpova €ival Kat WOLoKTHTEG Meowv Madtkng
Evnuepwong. Etol katagpepvouv va eEacpaAifouv Thv OLwTn yla 6,TL KAvouv. MNMoAAEG popeCg
MAALOTA ayopalouv Kal pla modoogatplkny opada, yla va €xouv Adikd epelopa, kat va
KPUBOUV TO £YKANUA TILOw arto Thv AQiKr TIpooTacia, onwg akppws ekave o Eokoumap otnv
KoAouBia kat o Apkav otn Zepfia.

To 2011, o Euayyehog Bevi{e\og, 0 orolog TOTE rtav urnoupyog OLKOVOULKWY KAl oruepa
eivat o apxnyog tou MAZOK, nepuot BecpobeTnoe evav gopo yla ta akivnta. AAAG ywa ta
akivnta mou eival peyaAutepa arod 2.000 TETPAYWVLIKA JETPA O POPOG PELWVOTAV OTO 60%.
O K. BevileAog €alpouce arod Tov pOpo TOUG POVADLKOUG TIOU UTIOPOUCAV VA TIANPWOOUV:
Toug mAoucotoug. (O K. Bevi{eog ival eTiiong o avBpwTiog Tou ival ureubuvog yLa ™
XOPNyNoNn £VOG VOUOU EUPELAG ACUALAG OTOUG UTIOUPYOUG TNG KuBeEpvnong.)

AuTO yivetal Kabnueplva €1t dekaeTieq. H Kowvn yvwun €ivat cteyavoTrionuevn aro tnyv
MPAYUATLKN TIANPopOpNnoN. KavaAla, epnuepideg, sites avrikouv o€ autn Thv
OLKOVOULKOTIOALTLKN) EALT TIOU KUBepvA Tnv EAAGDQ.

Eva akopa okavdalo sival auto mou riepthappavel T Atota Aaykapvt. To 2010 n Christine
Lagarde, téte urnoupyog Okovoulkwy tTng MNaAAiag (kat onuepa etukepang tou ANT), edwoe
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otnv EAANVIKY KuBepvnon pla Aiota pe 2000 eAARvwy KataBetwyv otnv EABeTia, yla va
dlepeuvnOei ToLoi eivat popopuydadeq. Ot EAANVIKEG APXEG OUCLAOTLKA dEV £KAvaV TiMoTa Pe
™™ Alota. Auo eAAnveg urtoupyoi OLkovoulkwy, oL MNMamnakwvotavtivou Kal Bevi(eAog
MIAWVTAG urpoota otnv Ertponn tng BouAng loxupiotnkav nwg €xacav tTnv Alota 1y dev
yvwpLav 1ou sivat. Ev Tw PETAEU, APKETA JECA EVNHEPWONG KATNYopnoav Yeudws
TTOALTLKOUG KAl TIPOCWTILKOTNTEG TOU ETILXELPNHATIKOU KOOHOU TwG NTAv HEca otn AloTa,
TIPOKELPEVOU VA ATIOKPUYOUV TNV ACXNKN TIPAYHATLKOTNTA: TIAOUGCLOL AvOpwTIoL
(POPOJLEPEUYAV, EVW ATIEATILOYEVOL CUUTIOALTEG TOUG £Waxvav Ta OKOUTIidLa yLa ¢paynto.

Otav 1o HOT DOC, 10 mepLodLlko To oTtoio dleubuvw, dnpoacicuce Tn Alota tov OKTwRPLo, Pe
ouveAaBav Ye tnv Katnyopia rmapaiacng mpoowritkwy 0edopevwy, aAAd aBwwbnka. AAAAG
TO arnoteAeopa dev apeoe otnv €§oucia. Etol ye odnynoe Eava o€ dikn akupwvovTag tTnv
PWTN, JE AOPLOTA ETILXELPNMATA. Z€ OAN auTn TN dladikacia (dnpoaotorioinon Alotag,
OUAANYM pou, aBwwaon) ta eAAnvIka Meoa Evnuepwong \tav anovta. H «urébeon
AQYKAPVT» NTAV IPWTO BEPA TTAVTOU AAAA OXL TN XWPA TIoU EEEALXONKE.

O Abyog sival amAdg. Ztn Alota AaykapvT, €ivat OAO TO OLKOVOULKOTIOALTIKO oUCTNUA TIoU
KuBepva Tn Xxwpa. Autr n dtepBapuevn EALT TIOU JIAA 0TO Ovopa NG Anuokpatiag ue tnv
idLa eukoAia Tou TNV akupwvel. EkdoTteg, uttoupyol pe offshore etalpeieg, Tpanediteg, piloL
MpwBuTIoUpYWV Kat BERala EKMIPOCWTIOL TNG «Haupng oLkovopiag». Meta tnv dnuoaotorioinon
™G AloTtag arnd To nePLodlkod pou, N EAANVIKY KuBepvnon dev ekave oUTE €va GXOALO yLa Thv
unobeon.

OTav o K. Bevi{ehog e@uye arod 1o uroupyeio OLKOVOULKWYV Tov Tiepacpevo MapTio, dev
KATAPEPE va dWOEL UTINPECLAKA TN Alota otov 0Ladoxo tou. Tnv mrpe padi tou. Mévo otav o
ETIOPEVOG UTIOUPYOG MNavvng ZToupvapag, ire oe ouvevteugr Tou otouq Financial Times
oTLG 2 OKTWwRpiou we dsv TtapeAafe Tote TN AloTa, 0 KUPLoG Bevi(eAog tnv napedwaoe 0TO
TIPWBOUTIOUPYLKO Ypapeio. Kavevag dev TOV pwTNOE yLaTi dev Mapedwaoe TN AloTa Kat N
XELPLOTNKE WOLWTLKA. Kal Kavevag arno ta Tpia KOYPata thg KuBepvnong d€v TOV TIAPATIEUTIEL
otnv MNMpoavakpLtikn Emttportr) tTng BouAng yia ta adikrjpata 1ou XL dtanpagel.

Ev Tw petagu, npocpata KUKAOPOPNOE Pia vea eKdoXN TNG AloTag Pe Baon Tnv oroia
ATIOKAAUTITETAL TIWG KATIOLOG £XEL dlaypAYeL 3 oOvOPATA CUYYEVWY TOU TIpwnv Y TIOUpYouU
Nwpyou Mamakwvotavtivou, o oroiog ntav o uroupyog Owkovoutkwy 2009 — 2011, mpLv o K.
Bevi(eAog. Tov mepacpevo pnva, o K. MNMamakwvotavtivou ekdlwxtnke arno to MNAZOK.
2NPEPA QVTLPETWTIL(EL Pl KOLVOPBOUAEUTLKY £pguva, Tn mbavotnta apong TG acuAiiag wg
TIPWNV UTIOUPYO, KAL TA TEAN TNG aparnoinong twyv dcdouevwy. O MNMamakwvotavtivou
deixvel va ylvetal n vea lpyevela yla va Propeoel va eTPLwoeL TO dLEPOBAPPEVO TIOALTIKO

3/4



H oamnua oAlyapxia tng EAAGdag
Mapaokeun, 11 lavouaptog 2013 18:13

ouoTnua.

OAa autd cupPaivouv Tnv wpa 1ou n EAAAda akpofatel emikivouva mavw arno tnv aBucco
NG TMTWXEUONG KAl N TPLKOPHUATLKY KUBEPVNON EPEUPLOKEL KAl AAAOUG TIPWTOTUTIOUG (POPOUG
yla ta xapunAd otpwyuata. Evag otoug duo veoug sivatl avepyog. H olkovopuia cuppLlkvwveTat
ME €ETAOLO PUBUO Tou 6,9%. AvBpwTioL Wayxvouv Ta okourtidla yla va ¢pave. Kat eva valloTKo
KOMMQ, N Xpuon Auyr, avepaivel TiKivouva EKJETAAAEUOUEVO TNV AyavakTnon Tou KOGHOoU
KAl TNV opyrn Tou dnLoUpYEL N aTlpwpenaia.

OL EAANnveg mpetiel va Eava aveBouv 0To ModNAATo TnG AnNuoKpaTiag analttwvtag eva TEA0G
oTnv andtn kat t dtagpBopd. Ot dNUOCLOYPAPOL TIPETIEL VA AVTLOTABOUV TNV XELPAYwWwynon
Kal va Eava avakaAuyouv tn dnuootoypapia. Kat n kupepvnon Ba mpemnel va avaplwoet Tnv
apxaia EAAGOQ dNPOKPATLKY) KANPOVOULA TNG — AVTL VA OKOTWVEL TOV ayYEALOPOPO.

Metagpaon — Enpédela — NMNpw tn Avadnuooicuon:

To KOYTI tng MANAQPAZ
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